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The Shiyyas hold that the divine right resides in All and
his descendants; that the chief duty of religion consists
in devotion to the Imam or Pontiff. " The word Imam?
says the Rev. Edward Sell, than whom there is no greater
living authority on questions relating to the laws, religion,
and languages of the Muhammadans, " means a leader or
exemplar." The Lord said to Abraham, " I am about to
make thee an * Imam' to mankind," The Shiyya believes
it to be God's will that the Imamat should continue in
the family of AH ; that the splendour of God, a ray of
light from His own body, which was united with that
of Muhammad, descends through the line of All to the
true Imams. They assert the unity of God, whose chief
Prophet is Muhammad, to whom succeeded Ali, and
the twelve Imams from Ali to Abu'l Gasur, the Imam
Madhi, who is still alive, though hidden in some secret
place, whence he will reappear.
Mr. Sell has observed that the rationale of the Shiyya
doctrine is the natural desire in the human heart for a
mediator between God and man, the philosophic basis of
the worship of Christ and of the adoration of the blessed
Virgin to this day. At the Muharrum feast, the dynastic
difference and the death of Ali and his sons are cele-
brated. The line of cleavage divides the Muhammadan
world in two.
Shah Ismail, the father of the host of Humayun, for-
mally established the Shiyya doctrine in Persia, and the
Ottoman Sultan, Selim L, when in 1516 he conquered
Egypt, sought from Mutawakal, the last Caliph of the house
of Abbas, the transfer of the Caliphate to himself. Hence
the Sultan of Turkey's claim to the Caliphate, which is
acknowledged by the Sunni division of the Muhamma-
dans, though they are not, as Caliphs and Imams must
rightly be, of the Prophet's own tribe of the Koreish. In
India, where the Muhammadans are chiefly Suimis, the